-138 - Purpose : The prevalence of allergic rhinitis is rapidly increasing and results in relatively high socio-economic burden on their family and community. However, studies on the economic burden of pediatric allergic rhinitis in Korea are limited. Therefore, we conducted this study to investigate the impact of pediatric allergic rhinitis on economic burden.
Methods : Two hundred sixty two children with allergic rhinitis were enrolled in 6 secondary or tertiary medical centers in Seoul from July to September, 2008. We collected data of the economic burden of allergic rhinitis (direct medical costs, direct nonmedical costs, and indirect costs) by face to face questionnaire survey. We compared the economic burden according to the severity and the duration of allergic rhinitis.
Results : The mean age of subjects was 6.54 years, and male were 174 (66.4%). Direct medical costs (10,000 Korean Won/yr) were 177.75, and direct nonmedical costs were 57.92. Although, there was no statistical significance, direct medical costs showed increasing trends in severe allergic rhinitis.(P =0.053) In addition, direct medical costs were positively correlated with duration of allergic rhinitis.(R =0.195, P =0.002). About 17% of the parents who care the allergic rhinitis children experienced the work absence due to their child s illness.
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통계 처리 5.
모든 연구 결과의 통계 분석은 SPSS ver. 15 . (Table 1) 소아 알레르기비염 환자의 경제적 부담 1. 참 고 문 헌
